
2021-2022 Patrick County Public Schools
Back to School Information

Patrick County Public Schools will open on August 10, 2021 for the new school year.  We will
operate on a 5 day per week, regular schedule.  Throughout the year, updates from CDC, VDH
and VDOE will be closely monitored for any needed adjustments to school operations.  With
cooperation from all staff, students and families, this will be a successful school year.

● Will masks be required this school year?
Masks will be encouraged but not required.  It should be noted that wearing masks
decreases the likelihood of both transmitting/contracting the virus and of being
quarantined due to exposure if all parties are masked. Masks will be required while
riding the school bus in accordance with federal law. There may be certain
circumstances where a mask will be required by each party if they are working in close
contact with students and one party is at high risk for COVID.

● What mitigation strategies will be in place?
Students and staff members will continue to practice universal screening and
daily temperature checks.  All classrooms have improved air quality and filtration
systems with the installation of ionization purification systems.  In addition,
increased sanitation measures will be utilized within all facilities.  Social
distancing of 3-6 feet to the extent possible will be followed within schools.

● What will be the social distancing requirements within the classroom?
We will attempt to maintain 3 - 6 feet of space to the greatest extent possible.  Spacing is
considered an important mitigation strategy, but not at the expense of getting all students
back in school.   Some areas of the building (ie. band/music), will practice increased
social distancing.

● How will quarantines be handled this year?
Each exposure will be handled on a case by case basis in conjunction with the Virginia
Department of Health.  In regards to isolation/quarantines, students who are not
vaccinated and are a close contact will have to quarantine. While masking is recognized
as a mitigation strategy that might prevent quarantine, it should be noted that if both
parties are not masked, quarantine will still apply.



● What will be the length of quarantines this school year?
Staff and students who test or are presumed positive for COVID will quarantine
for a minimum of 10 days from the onset of symptoms or positive test.

Staff and students who are exposed to a positive or presumed positive case of
COVID will quarantine for 14 days.  There are 2 options to reduce quarantine
timelines:

1. Staff and students may return on day 8 by submitting a negative PCR test
taken between days 5 & 7 of exposure.

2. Staff and students may return on day 11 as long as no symptoms have
been present since exposure.

For both reduced quarantine options, masking, screening and increased
social distancing will be required through day 14.

● Will vaccination status or positive COVID test impact the need to quarantine?
Staff and students who are fully vaccinated or who have tested positive in the last
90 days, do not need to quarantine if exposed to a case unless symptomatic.

● Will my child be allowed to ride a different bus than assigned? No, students are
allowed to ride assigned buses only due to contact tracing guidelines.

● Will the school system still utilize virtual learning days?
Should COVID conditions require closure, PCPS will utilize a virtual learning model.
Virtual learning will also be utilized for inclement weather days as needed.

● Will waivers from the previous 2 school years still apply?
No, all waivers have expired and academic expectations for instruction and assessment
will be in place.

● What if my child has learning gaps?  Schools will assess students during the first few
weeks for learning gaps and remediation plans will be put in place early in the school
year.

This is subject to change based on state and federal guidance.


